
Reflections on Fourth Sunday of Year 23A. 

Mass: Zephaniah 2:3,3:12-13; Psalm: 145; 1 Corinthians 1:26-31; Matthew 5:1-

12a. 

Matthew places his Beatitudes firmly in the line of Moses and the ten 

commandments, on the mountain. Once again calling and vocation is at the 

heart of what is going on. The was the beginning of the formation of Israel in 

the Exodus story. Remember that the Exodus formed the story like a ripple in a 

pond. From the Exodus the past was understood and the future laid open. For 

Matthew his account of the Sermon on the Mount fulfils the same function. It 

makes sense of the Sinai account and lays open the future for those who will 

follow in the footsteps of Jesus. The formation of a new Israel, a new 

community will now begin to take shape, yes, rooted in the past, but still a new 

beginning. It is up to us, in following in the footsteps of Jesus to find our own 

passage through the desert. We are the remnant, who, in discovering our 

vocation, renew humanity. Not just Israel this time but the whole of humanity, 

this is our calling. 

 

Today’s readings continue the theme of vocation and calling. It places it firmly 

in the context of the People of God, the community of Israel and the covenant. 

The message is based firmly on the hope of Israel, despite failure and exile, 

that God will renew them and set them free for their mission. Mark tells us 

how Jesus calls his disciples who will form the new Israel. Born out of the old 

but with a new hope. Jesus breaks with the past, as in his relatives who come 

to bring him to his senses. Being a Christian should make us have the same 

determination to start afresh, again and again!     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


