
Thoughts on the Daily Word:  

20th Week of Year. Monday 15th August. Readings: Ezekiel 24:15-24; Psalm: 

Deut. 32:18-21; Gospel: Matthew 19:16-22. 

I think that this story from Ezekiel is one of the most poignant in the prophetic 

books. Remember that they are the first group of exiles, perhaps better 

understood in today’s terms as hostages. In the midst of Ezekiel’s attempts to 

renew the Israelite faith in the God of the Covenant there comes the loss of 

the ‘delight of his eyes’, his wife. They must have gone through a lot together 

and now he loses her in a very public way. She becomes the symbol of the 

breakdown between Judah and its God. This is a movement of renewal almost 

as profound as that of the Exodus itself, and in many ways, comes to be 

considered in that light. What will be the eventual return of only a remnant will 

be thought of in the light of that Exodus story. For now, though they must 

learn to let go of the past, even the Temple, and look to a new kind of 

faithfulness. The root of both modern Jewish life and Christian life are being 

laid by this amazing group of refugees. Letting go of the desire for wealth and 

power and building up of a community of faith is to be the new pattern. So 

many of the stories, like Daniel and Tobit, will picture a new kind of 

faithfulness. This is what Jesus is doing with his new disciples. Preparing them 

for a life without Temple or even family roots. The Christians would be driven 

out of society and become a new kind of people, a Pilgrim People. The man 

with lots of wealth finds this impossible but it is the challenge we all face as 

Christians, how to let go. Not to hate the world around us but to love it into life 

without being seduced by it. A big challenge! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


