
Thoughts on the Daily Word:  

19th Week of Year. Thursday 13thAugust. Readings of Day: Ezekiel 12:1-12; 

Psalm 77; Gospel: Matthew 18:21-19:1. 

Ezekiel prophesies in exile. The exile actually took place in stages, with two 

rebellions against the Babylonians, the second led to the destruction of 

Jerusalem. The king, Zedekiah, was blinded because of his rebellion, hence the 

emphasis on not being able to see in the prophet’s symbolic action. The 

prophets used symbolism to emphasise the power of God’s Word much as 

today we use images and videos to influence people. Ezekiel was apparently 

trying to get the exiles to face up to the consequences of their actions as they 

seemed to stubbornly refuse to learn from their mistakes. He would probably 

have been talking to the elites as they were the core of the exiles. They were 

going to have to rebuild the nation in a quite different world if they were ever 

to respond to the God of Israel. The temptation would be to give up on their 

God and adopt the highly successful gods of Babylon. This would destroy their 

community and they would be absorbed into the culture and beliefs of those 

around them. This was not just about a self-help program for Israel but rather 

a challenge to the power structures of the time. Power and domination, 

exploitation and injustice were the order of the day, as in most imperial power 

structures. The parable of Matthew is not simply a sense of injustice but a 

criticism of such power structures. Within the institutions of slavery there were 

gradations as in all power structures. The differences in money is enormous, 

the first servant is higher up the power chain because he is dealing with what 

today we would call ‘billions. The other servant is a poor minion, earning a 

pittance, just enough for survival. Such is the pattern of all unjust systems. 

Matthew and Ezekiel are both trying to express the basis of any new 

community building, justice, and equality. 

 


