Thoughts on the Daily Word

34™ Week of Year. Thursday 27" November. Readings: Daniel 6:12-28; Psalm:
Daniel 3:68-74; Luke 21:20-28.

These writings, especially Daniel, are apocalyptic, in that they envision the
future by describing the past, or even present. Luke is describing the terrible
destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans about AD 70 and drawing conclusions
from the past experiences of destruction. This is not simply a lament but a
pointing towards the future of hope. For Luke, and perhaps for Daniel, the
future is liberation. Once again, the paradigm of Exodus resurfaces, God’s
People will be set free. They do have a choice though, just like the Israelites in
the desert. They can respond to God’s invitation to faith and enter the Promised
Land of freedom or leave their bones in the desert. The offer of liberation from
idolatry, worship of false gods, is our challenge too.



